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the disgrace of a defeat in battle.     Rather than surren-
der, they often perished sword   in  hand.     They  were

patriotic; but they were patriotic more for: the honour
of their race and their class than from a love of their
countrymen generally. There was scarcely any bond
of sympathy between them and the teeming millions
who composed the lower castes The mass of the people
considered the maintenance of the Government the busi-
ness of the Rajputs with which they had no concern.
As soon as the King and his army were defeated, there
was an end of all opposition. India was' well-popu-
lated at the time of the Mahomedan occupation. Had
the Hindus been permeated by a sense of nationality
and of patriotism, it would have been impossible
for the. Mahomedans to establish their empire in
India. The Rijputs resisted, and resisted with all
their might, but they never got the co-operation of the
mass of the people, nor did they expeft it. The want
of a centralised government did less harm to the Hin-
dus than this want of a national feeling. The absence
of centralisation was, in one respeft, a hindrance to
Mahomedan progress. The whole country had to be
conquered in detail. The defeat of Prithvirija, of
Delhi, meant only the subjugation of his territory.
There were manv oth*r states, the chiefs of which of-